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Event Review

850 mb Analysis at 7 AM, May 25, 2008
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Tornado Watch # 363 - Valid from 330 PM until 1000 PM CDT

NOAAMWS S0m Predicion Centar Updated. 200805252031 UTC

Issued at 330 PM, 5/25/08 and valid until 10 PM.
Watch was a PDS or Particularly Dangerous Situation Watch

.
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Spotter and Response Challenges

Rapid Development — Tornado formed at 446 PM and
was producing at least EF4 damage within 5-10 minutes.

Tornado was difficult to spot close-up — “Wedge” shape
and a very short visible funnel from the bottom of the wall
cloud to the ground.

Long lead-time before initial tornado development (23

minutes) — Helped get spotters in position. How about
response to the warning?

Holiday Weekend — Sunday of Memorial Day weekend.
New siren system was not activated until around 450
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Local Service Assessment
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* WFO Des Moines based
* Format similar to national
assessments

* Assessment team
consisted of five WFO Des
Moines employees

* Assessment was
reviewed by NWS Central
Region

* Assessment available on
WFO Des Moines website



Local Service Assessment

L CEEICERREICREVIENE
* Internal operation and products
* External service and response
* Meteorological Review




Local Service Assessment

Results

* Assessment team found 21 findings
and included recommendations for
each

* Recommendations will be
integrated into policy and procedures
where possible

* Science review should provide a
foundation for meteorological case
studies
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Local Service Assessment

Important Findings
* Dispatcher Training — New 911
dispatchers need to be trained about
severe weather communications —
Now required for WFO StormReady
communities
* Responders did not know the
tornado watch was a PDS watch
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